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CASS HDR Welcome Tips 
Version 1 (as at 24 August 2026) 

 

First 5 steps for starting your HDR career -  
Step 1. Obtain your ANU student card (for building access; library access; printing; student 

discounts, etc.) 

• Visit an ANU Student Hub on campus - https://www.anu.edu.au/students/program-

administration/enrolment/student-cards  

 

Step 2. Notify your supervisor and HDR convener that you’re ready to start 

 

Step 3. Locate your School or Centre’s HDR office space 

• Contact your HDR convener and CASS Professional Services - 

admin.cass@anu.edu.au 

 

Step 4. Meet your supervisor to: 

Fill out the Candidate Supervisor 

Agreement form 

This is a document in which you both set 

your expectations for your candidature, 

schedule of supervision meetings, training, 

etc. This document is part of your first 

Annual Plan (see below). 

Talk through milestones and the timeline of 

your degree 

ie. your Annual Plan is due within the first 3 

months of commencing your HDR program. 

Upload via ANUHub. 

Discuss your coursework options and 

requirements 

Coursework is usually completed within the 

first 12 months of your candidature. Enrol 

in coursework via ANUHub. 

Discuss who will be on your supervision 

panel 

This document is due within 3 months of 

commencing your HDR program (see page 

3 below). 

Find out what funding is available to you 

for your research 

Eg. travel for fieldwork or conference 

activity. 

Discuss ethics approval (if required) Access the ANU Research Ethics 

Management System (REMS) via 

https://services.anu.edu.au/information-

technology/software-systems/research-

ethics-management-system  

 

Step 5. Meet your HDR Convenor to clarify any further questions about your area and 

discuss milestones, especially the Confirmation of Candidature process. 

 

Next steps might include: 

• Complete Training Milestones 

o Research Integrity Training (via ANUHub - https://selfservice.sas.anu.edu.au/ 

> click Navigation Menu Icon in the top right corner > Menu >  Research > 

Research Reports > Begin Training – this will take you to the course in 

Canvas). 

https://www.anu.edu.au/students/program-administration/enrolment/student-cards
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/program-administration/enrolment/student-cards
mailto:admin.cass@anu.edu.au
https://services.anu.edu.au/information-technology/software-systems/research-ethics-management-system
https://services.anu.edu.au/information-technology/software-systems/research-ethics-management-system
https://services.anu.edu.au/information-technology/software-systems/research-ethics-management-system
https://selfservice.sas.anu.edu.au/
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o RRRR – Rights, Relationships & Respect in Research - 

https://www.openlearning.com/anu/courses/rights-relationships-and-respect-

in-research/?cl=1 

• Familiarise yourself with the Student Code of Conduct - 

https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_6097481  

• Familiarising yourself with the HDR Handbook - 

https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDR-Handbook (especially milestones!) 

• Familiarising yourself with researcher development activities, run by the GRS 

Researcher Development team - https://services.anu.edu.au/business-units/research-

and-innovation-portfolio/research-training/hdr-researcher-development 

• Mapping out path to Confirmation of Candidature (within 9-12 months of the 

commencement of your candidature, full-time). 

 

Common acronyms: 
• CASS – College of Arts & Social Sciences 

• CASS AD HDR – CASS Associate Dean HDR 

• DA – Delegated Authority  

• GRS – Graduate Research School 

• HDR – Higher Degree (by) Research (eg. MPhil, PhD) 

• RSHA – Research School of Humanities and the Arts 

• RSSS – Research School of Social Sciences 

 

Key resource – this is your go-to guide for your HDR candidature at ANU 
HDR Handbook – Graduate Research School (GRS) 

https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDR-Handbook  

• Getting Started 

• Wellbeing 

• Manage my Candidature 

• Scholarships 

• Develop my Skills (Researcher Development team, GRS) 

• Opportunities 

• Governance 

 

Candidature  
ANUHub – online student system 

https://services.anu.edu.au/information-technology/software-systems/anuhub  

• Manage My Degree > add courses 

• Initiate research & training milestones 

 

ANU Student Code of Conduct 

• https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_6097481  

 

Student card (building and library access; printing; student discounts) 

• ANU Student Hubs - https://www.anu.edu.au/students/program-

administration/enrolment/student-cards  

 

Supervision Panel – appointment & responsibilities 

• Chair of Panel 

https://www.openlearning.com/anu/courses/rights-relationships-and-respect-in-research/?cl=1
https://www.openlearning.com/anu/courses/rights-relationships-and-respect-in-research/?cl=1
https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_6097481
https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDR-Handbook
https://services.anu.edu.au/business-units/research-and-innovation-portfolio/research-training/hdr-researcher-development
https://services.anu.edu.au/business-units/research-and-innovation-portfolio/research-training/hdr-researcher-development
https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDR-Handbook
https://services.anu.edu.au/information-technology/software-systems/anuhub
https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_6097481
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/program-administration/enrolment/student-cards
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/program-administration/enrolment/student-cards
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• Primary Supervisor (often the Chair) 

• 1 or more Associate Supervisors 

o Form your full panel within 3 months of commencement – fill out this form - 

https://cass.anu.edu.au/files/docs/HDR_Supervisory_Panel_Details_Form-

V1.1_0.pdf  

o Candidate Supervisor Agreement form (see HDR Handbook > Manage my 

candidature > Annual plans and reports) 

• Guideline: https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_012814  

 

Coursework requirements - Semester 1 and Semester 2, Year 1 of candidature (full-time) – 

CASS milestone (8000 and/or 9000 level courses) 

• School/area specific - at least 12 units in total (6 units per semester) 

• Enrol via ANUHub 

o Enrolment will be endorsed by panel chair and CASS AD HDR 

 

HDR Induction – hosted by GRS & CASS (4-5 days); voluntary milestone 

• Semester 1 – April 

• Semester 2 – September 

 

Training Milestones - https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDR-

Handbook/SitePages/Training-milestones.aspx  

• Research Integrity Training (via ANUHub or Canvas) 

• Rights, Relationships & Respect in Research 

 

Study space 
Office space and IT equipment 

• Liaise with your HDR Convener & CASS Professional Services 

• Contact: admin.cass@anu.edu.au  

• IT support – ANU Connect - https://anuconnect.anu.edu.au/services 

 

Funding & Ethics 
Scholarship rounds 

• April 15 – Closing date for Round 2 international and domestic HDR scholarship 

applications (to commence in the same year) 

• August 31 – Closing date for Round 1 international HDR scholarships (to commence 

in Semester 1 the following year) 

• October 31 – Closing date for Round 1 domestic HDR scholarships (to commence in 

Semester 1 the following year) 

 

Fieldwork and research funding 

• Contact your HDR convener for details 

• All university-related travel must have Travel Approval for insurance purposes– see 

https://services.anu.edu.au/financial-management/university-travel  

 

Ethics 

• ANU Research Ethics Management System - https://services.anu.edu.au/information-

technology/software-systems/research-ethics-management-system  

 

https://cass.anu.edu.au/files/docs/HDR_Supervisory_Panel_Details_Form-V1.1_0.pdf
https://cass.anu.edu.au/files/docs/HDR_Supervisory_Panel_Details_Form-V1.1_0.pdf
https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_012814
https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDR-Handbook/SitePages/Training-milestones.aspx
https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDR-Handbook/SitePages/Training-milestones.aspx
mailto:admin.cass@anu.edu.au
https://anuconnect.anu.edu.au/services
https://services.anu.edu.au/financial-management/university-travel
https://services.anu.edu.au/information-technology/software-systems/research-ethics-management-system
https://services.anu.edu.au/information-technology/software-systems/research-ethics-management-system
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Skills Training for your HDR Candidature 
• GRS Researcher Development - 

https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/ResearcherDevelopment  

• ANU Online statistics courses - https://services.anu.edu.au/training/online-statistics-

courses  

 

Legislation and Policies 
ANU Research Awards Rule 2021 

(this is the legislative instrument governing the rules of ANU’s HDR programs) 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2021L00996/latest/text  

 

ANU Procedure – Higher Degree by Research – Candidature 

https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_012809 

 

Key contacts 
• School/area (eg. travel & fieldwork; access to IT & printing; building access and 

bookings; WHS) 

o HDR Convener for your School or area 

o Primary supervisor/panel chair & supervision panel 

• College (CASS) 

o CASS Professional Services – admin.cass@anu.edu.au  

o CASS Associate Dean HDR – assocdeancass.hdr@anu.edu.au 

• Graduate Research School (GRS) – (see p. 5) 

o In person - Hayden-Allen Hub – Ground floor, Hayden-Allen Building, 22 

University Ave 

o Call +61 2 6125 5777 

o General inquiries – grs@anu.edu.au  

o Candidature team (current candidates) – hdr.candidature@anu.edu.au  

o Researcher Development team – researcherdevelopment@anu.edu.au  

• ANU 

o Dean of Students - https://www.anu.edu.au/students/contacts/dean-of-students  

o Health, Safety & Wellbeing - https://www.anu.edu.au/students/health-safety-

wellbeing  

o ANUConnect – IT support - https://anuconnect.anu.edu.au/services  

o ANUSA – ANU Student Association - https://anusa.com.au/  

o ANU Security –  

▪ Call 6125 2249 (call 000 in an emergency) 

▪ https://www.anu.edu.au/students/health-safety-wellbeing/living-

legally-safe/safety-and-security-at-anu 

 

 

 

https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/ResearcherDevelopment
https://services.anu.edu.au/training/online-statistics-courses
https://services.anu.edu.au/training/online-statistics-courses
https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2021L00996/latest/text
https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_012809
mailto:admin.cass@anu.edu.au
mailto:assocdeancass.hdr@anu.edu.au
mailto:grs@anu.edu.au
mailto:hdr.candidature@anu.edu.au
mailto:researcherdevelopment@anu.edu.au
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/contacts/dean-of-students
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/health-safety-wellbeing
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/health-safety-wellbeing
https://anuconnect.anu.edu.au/services
https://anusa.com.au/
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/health-safety-wellbeing/living-legally-safe/safety-and-security-at-anu
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/health-safety-wellbeing/living-legally-safe/safety-and-security-at-anu
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