
Contact

ncb@anu.edu.au
history.cass.anu.edu.au/centres/ncb

The Australian National University,
Canberra

TEQSA Provider ID: PRV12002 (Australian
University)
CRICOS Provider : 00120C
ABN : 52 234 063 906

National Centre of
Biography News
May 2026

The NCB News is the monthly newsletter of the National

Centre of Biography. Got biographical news to share? Send

us an email at ncb@anu.edu.au.

The Australian Crowd, by Stephen Baxter (2014)

Some recent additions to Volume

20 and the IADB. Maurie Crow,

Gladys Nicholls, Jessie Wong,

Lowitja O'Donoghue, Bennelong,

Alexander Mitchell.

Volume 20
update

Our team is currently working on

Volume 20 of the Australian

Dictionary of Biography, which will be

published by ANU Press. Each

article is published on our website

when it is completed, so you don't

have to wait -  head over to

adb.anu.edu.au to read them now!

Some stats about Volume 20: 

So far this year we've already

published almost 40 new entries,

plus others from the Indigenous

Australian Dictionary of

Biography (IADB) project, with

many more well underway.

In total, we now have 553 entries

from Volume 20 published on our

website.

Our list includes 243 women i.e.

over 29% of all the entries for this

volume.

Watch this space for more - new

entries are published all the time!

News & notices

Allan Martin lecture
On 12 May (tomorrow, 6pm) the School of

History will host its annual Allan Martin public

lecture. This year's lecturer is Prof. Philip

Deloria (Harvard) who will speak on 'Tribal

Visuality and the Politics of Indigenous Art:

"Mary Sully: Native Modern" Revisited'. More

information and registrations here.

Meet the Author
NCB graduate Dr Joshua Black will be in

conversation with his co-editor Prof. Frank

Bongiorno, Dr Marija Taflaga and Prof. Peter Yu

about their new edited collection Gold

Standard? Remembering the Hawke government

(18 May). Register via the ANU Meet the Author

series website.

Frank Moorhouse’s
‘archival imagination
On 19 May (12.30-1.30pm) Dr Matthew Lamb

will present his recent National Library of

Australia Fellowship research on Frank

Moorhouse’s ‘archival imagination’. Free;

register via the library website now.

Writing Lives
In the third instalment of the Writing Lives

series (19 May, 6pm) award-winning biographer

Dr Patrick Mullins will be in conversation with

the NCB's Dr Emily Gallagher about his latest

book The Stained Man: A crime, a scandal, and

the making of a nation (Scribe). Free but please

register.

Mark McKenna
seminar
On Thursday 21 May (1pm) the School of

History is hosting an in-conversation event

with NCB visitor Em. Prof. Mark McKenna

about his latest book The Shortest History of

Australia (Black Inc). More info is available via

the School's website.

Biography Workshop
On 28 May (11am) Michael Davis (Uni of

Sydney) will present at the Biography

Workshop on '"My study is an archive of my

mind": The making of Greg Dening'. For the full

abstract visit the event page. All welcome!

Playtime special
lecture
Next month ADB research editor Dr Emily

Gallagher will deliver a special lecture on her

recent book Playtime: A history of Australian

childhood (La Trobe, 2025) to the Royal

Australian Historical Society. Wednesday 17

June, 1pm at History House in Sydney. Book

your free ticket via the website.

HDR success
Congratulations to PhD candidate Tim Adams

who had won a place to present at the Open-

Oxford-Cambridge Arts and Humanities

Research Council Doctoral Training

Partnership Conference at the University of

Oxford in September 2026. 

Urgent History
podcast
The NCB's Dr Stephen Wilks will be hosting

season 3 of the Urgent History podcast,

produced by the ANU's School of History. Keep

an eye out for the new episodes when they

drop later in the year.

She Writes History
MARION invites creative responses from

writers in the ACT and surrounding regions to

contribute to She Writes History, a publication

developed as part of their recent collaboration

with She Shapes History. Submissions due 31

July. More info on the MARION website.

Donate to the ADB Endowment

Love our work and want to see more of it? Consider donating to the ADB

Endowment! With your help we can get some of our exciting new projects out

of the wings and onto centre stage. All donations over $2 are tax deductible,

and it's as easy as filling out this online form.

Read, listen, learn

Alan Atkinson talk
recorded
A recording of the most recent Writing Lives book
talk with Em. Prof. Alan Atkinson and Dr Catherine
Gay is now available on the event page (scroll all the
way to the bottom).

Anzac Day broadcast
The 2026 ANU Anzac Day broadcast explores the
hidden history of women and war commemoration,
focusing especially on Dr Mary Booth. Readers may
know her name thanks to the new biography written
by friends of the NCB Em. Profs. Bruce Scates and
Rae Frances. View the documentary episode online
now.

New podcast episodes
Season 4 of Biographers in Conversation features a
whole range of interviews with biographers. Visit the
website to listen to NCB visitor Dr Gabriella Kelly-
Davies talk to Ian Hembrow, Hester Kaplan, Helen
Pitt, and Paul Kildea.

AJBH special issue
A reminder that number 11 of the Australian Journal of
Biography and History is out now. This is a special
issue on 'Writing Tasmanian Lives'. Access it now for
free via ANU Press.

ADB feature entry

Each month we highlight a new

addition to the Australian Dictionary of

Biography.

Alex Griffiths (1911–1998) was an

apiarist, floriculturist and

conservationist who built his humble

bee yard into Currumbin Wildlife

Sanctuary, an international tourist

hotspot on the Gold Coast.

Read all about his story in the entry

written by Libby Connors now.

The Australian National University acknowledges, celebrates and pays our respects to the Ngunnawal and
Ngambri people of the Canberra region and to all First Nations Australians on whose traditional lands we
meet and work, and whose cultures are among the oldest continuing cultures in human history.
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