
Labour History tour    Thursday 15 September 2011  
 
Proposed itinerary  
 
Start ANU Cnr Childers and University Ave, 2.00pm 
 

1. 1. St Johns Anglican 
church and schoolhouse, 
Constitution Ave, Reid 

Canberra’s oldest church and school est 1845. Great heritage 
value. Church contains carved plaque dedicated to HV Evatt. 
Harry Holland and his wife Annie McLachlan believed to have 
attended the school at some stage.  Churchyard contains grave 
of Annie’s father and brother. 
Site of Kevin Rudd’s preferred photo ops. 
 

2.  Kingston industrial 
precinct, Wentworth 
Ave. 

Three remaining buildings - bus depot, fitters workshop and old 
powerhouse, now being redeveloped as arts and crafts centre. 
Former industrial land now luxury apartments. 
  
Bus  service started 1926. Power House  finished 1914. Great 
demand for labour. Workers lived in tents south of the site or in 
makeshift houses which became the Power House Camp. These 
camps were a feature of early Canberra life and were very 
cooperative in nature.  
 

3. Causeway Hall 
 

The Causeway was originally a collection of crude wooden 
shacks housing construction workers in the 1920’s. The original 
houses were demolished in the 1960’s and replaced with poor 
quality public housing.  Considered a slum by some, Causeway 
remains a close knit community. 
 
Causeway Hall was built by the volunteer labour in Nov 1926 for 
community entertainment and is still in use today.  
 

4. Kingston Hotel and 
Russian Embassy, 
Canberra Ave, Griffith  

Historic Canberra pub used by TLC and ALP Federal Conference. 
Site of the famous “faceless men” photograph and media beat-
up in 1963. 
 
Believed to have been used by ASIO to spy on the Russian 
Embassy over the road. Tobin Brothers next door also used for 
the same purpose. 
 

5. Petrov’s house Former home of Vladimir and Evdokia Petrov. After the 1955 
Royal Commission, ASIO gave them new identities and resettled 
them in Melbourne. 
 

6. Manuka Oval Site of aborted Springboks match 21 July 1971 
 



 

7. Hotel Kurrajong 
National Cct, Barton 
 

Ben Chifley lived and died in Room 214. Visit room if not 
occupied. 

8. Old Parliament 
House and 
Aboriginal Tent 
Embassy 

 

Tent embassy established Jan 1972 under a blue umbrella 
believed to have been provided by ASSLH founder Eric Fry.  

9. Graves of HV Evatt 
and his wife, Woden 
cemetery 
 

 

If there’s time, the return journey could include the new Tree of Knowledge at the 
unfinished National Arboretum, the SIEVX memorial at Weston Park and/or the site of the 
original Westlake workers settlement in Yarralumla.  

 
Return to café ANU by 5.00pm 


