DRAFT PROGRAMME @ 26 Aug - MAY BE SUBJECT TO ALTERATION PRIOR TO CONFERENCE

‘LABOUR HISTORY AND ITS PEOPLE’
Twelfth National Labour History Conference
Draft Conference Program @ 26 August 2011

Day 1: Thursday 15 September

2.00-5.00 pm Labour History Tour of Canberra, Sigrid McCausland, Rosemary Webb, Peter Ellett and Bill Thompson

6.00 pm: Combined launch of the 2011 ASSLH conference marking the association’s 50" anniversary with the 2011 10" ANU Archives Lecture

Welcome and Introduction: Melanie Nolan, President of Canberra Region Branch, Australian Society for the Study of Labour History, and Director of the
National Centre of Biography

Guest Speaker: Senator John Faulkner, ‘Proud Past, Bright Future?’

Thanks: Maggie Shapley, University Archivist, ANU Archives Program
Presentation Kim Sattler, Secretary of UnionsACT, ‘National Museum of Labour’
Thanks: Melanie Nolan

Venue: Manning Clark Centre, ANU, Lecture Room 1

Followed by Light Refreshments and Conference Registration

The Annual Archives lecture is sponsored b: Friends of the Noel Butlin Archives Centre

The ‘Labour History and Its People’ conference is sponsored by: National Centre of Biography, ANU; Research School of Social Science, ANU; Research
School of Humanities and the Arts, ANU; College of Arts and Social Sciences, ANU; Australian Society for the Study of Labour History; School of
Humanities and Social Sciences, University of New South Wales and the Australian Defence Forces Academy; Canberra Labor Club Group Unions ACT.
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Day 2: Friday 16 September 2011 — LABOUR HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, ARCHIVES AND THEORY: MCC, LECTURE ROOM 1
The ASSLH was formed in 1961 to ‘promote research, publication and teaching in labour history and the preservation of labour records’

9.00 am

Chair: Frank Bongiorno
Keynote: Stuart Macintyre, ‘Fifty years hard labour: a retrospect’

10.00 am

Morning Tea

10.30 am

Panel: The Theory Thing: Structure and Agency
Chair: Nick Dyrenfurth

Panel discussion revisiting the agency v. structure theoretical debate in the context of international working-class formation and
mobilisation in the 21st century and the Labour History journal as a vehicle for theoretical innovation and debate

Panel speakers: Verity Burgmann, John Shields, Geoffrey Robinson

11.30 am

Transnationalism: ‘Methodological Nationalism’ and Crossing Borders
Chair: Paul Pickering

— Don MacRaild, ‘The Political Cultures of the Irish Diaspora: Some Comparative Reflections, 1800-1920’

— Neville Kirk, ‘Labour History and Labour Biography beyond National Boundaries: Britain and Australia from the late nineteenth
century to the interwar years’

12.30 pm

Lunch (ASSLH Federal Executive Meeting)

1.30 pm

Australian Labour History’s Infrastructure
Chair: Peter Franks

— Peter Love, ‘Melbourne Labour History: A Collective Biography of its first generation’
— Bobbie Oliver, ‘Labour History in Western Australia and the role of the ASSLH, Perth Branch’
— Gary Lockwood & Frances Bedford, ‘Labour History in Adelaide and the Muriel Matters Society’
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2.30 pm | |_abour Biography Online: Digital, Collective and Aggregate Labour Biography
Chair: Sam Furphy
— Andrew Moore, John Shields and Yasmin Rittau, ‘Activists in Aggregate: Collective Biography, Labour History, and the
Biographical Register of the Australian Labour Movement, 1788-1975’
— Melanie Nolan, ‘Multivocality: the ADB, Obituaries Australia and working-class biography’
3.30 pm | Afternoon Tea
4.00 pm | Archivists on the Sources for Labour Biography
Chair: Ewan Maidment
— Sigrid McCausland, ‘Labour history, labour archives: How well have we documented our own past?’
— Maggie Shapley, ‘Purposes almost infinitely varying: archives as sources for labour biography’
5.15 pm | Maggie Shapley: Tour of Noel Butlin Archives repository
6.00 pm | MC: Norman Abjorensen
Reception and Award of a Canberra Region ASSLH veteran’s Life Membership
7.00 pm | CONFERENCE DINNER: The Gods, ANU
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Day 3: Saturday 17 September 2011

Time STREAM ONE: Gendered Labour STREAM TWO: Biography and Place STREAM THREE : War and Strikes
Biography
9.00 am | Women and Labour Activism Labour Biographies and Mobility Interpreting War and Biography
Chair: CarOIyn Skinner Chair: Victor Issacs Chair: John Connor
Larissa Bamberry, ‘Biographies of Frank Cain, ‘Biography and Mobility in the | Geoff Robinson, ‘Richard Crouch: A
women’s labour Industrial Workers of the World’ Deakinite liberal in the Great Depression
Rosemary Webb, ““Those days it was Andrew Bonnell, ‘From Saxony to South | 1929-31”
hard for a woman™: biography and Brisbane: the German-Australian socialist | Carolyn Holbrook, ‘Radical nationalists’
mobilisation in Sydney’s interwar labour | Hugo Kunze’ interpretation of the war’
sisterhood’ . . o P
] L Martin Wood, ‘The Penninnes: Vitalising
Frances Laneyrie, “Who's sitting at Political, Economic and Cultural Lives: A
Sally’s Table: women activists in the Creative Arts Approach to Historical
Illawarra Region (1950-1980)’ Enquiry’
10.30 am | Morning Tea
11.00 am | |nvisible Labour?

Chair: Desley Deacon

Diane Kirkby, ‘An Impossible Sort of
Life? Jennie Scott Griffiths as a Narrative
of Working Women’

Cath Bishop, ‘A Virtual Walk Down Pitt
Street in 1858: Uncovering the Hidden
Women Workers of Colonial Sydney’

Patricia Clark, ‘Late 19" century women
journalists who espoused the labour
cause’

Transnational Labour Biographies
Chair: Len Richardson

David Palmer, ‘Preaching Unionism,
Thinking Socialism: Shipyard Organizer
John W. Brown Confronts the 1930s’

Peter Clayworth, ‘““By Tomorrow | May Be
Flying”: Patrick Hodgens Hickey, a case
study in Transnational Labour Biography’

War, Class and Labour Biography
Chair: Carolyn Rasmussen

Rob Bollard, ““Useful for Recruiting”:
The curious case of Sergeant McCristal’

Ross McMullin, ‘Ted Larkin and
Australia’s Lost Generation of WWI’

Nick Dyrenfurth, ““Conscription is not
abhorrent to Laborites and Socialists”:
interrogating the Labour Movement’s
Fight against Military Conscription during
World War One’

12.30 pm

Lunch (Labour History Editorial Board Meeting)
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2.00 pm | |_abour Biography and Film Labour History and Australian Transformative Nature of Strikes
Chair: Cathy Brigden Workp_)laces: The Bush, Goldfield_s, Mines Chair: Anthony Mclaughlin
Shearing Sheds and Subaltern History?
Rosemary Webb and Lisa Milner, Chair- John Murtl Phil Griffiths, ‘The 1878 seafarers’ strike:
‘Labour biography on screen: the case of air. John viyrtie the Queensland story’
Freda Brown :}/llctli)'rflsa?(;s,h Ir;;he ,cause of the worker: Lian Jenvy, ‘Class Conflict during World
Desley Deacon, ‘The Actress as Worker: ¢ Lite ot John Lias War Two: the 1940 Coal Strike’
The Case of Judith Anderson 1E)rew %?tt:g arlllc,i Rowan Day, ‘Bastards Grace Miller, “We never recovered from
Lisa Milner, ‘Framing the Unions: The rom fhe bus that strike”: Biography and the End of the
Changing Images of Unionists on Screen’ | Greg Mallory, ‘Pat Mackie and the Mt Isa | 1951 Waterfront dispute’
Dispute’
3.30 pm | Afternoon Tea
4.00 pm | FINAL PLENARY SESSION: Past and Present
Chair: Malcolm Mackerras
Chris Wallace, ‘Cwmgwrach to Canberra: Julia Gillard and the intergenerational transmission of labour thinking’
Ray Markey, ‘Farce or Tragedy? Comparing the Federal Australian Elections of 2007 and 1929’
4.50 pm | Executive Summary: ASSLH President and Vice President

Nikola Balnave and John Shields
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STREAM SIX: International locations

Time STREAM FOUR: Leadership, STREAM FIVE: Labour and Ideology
Politics & Associational Life
9.00 am | Unionists, Peak Organisations and CPA in the Cold War & Peace Activists 40" Anniversary of the First Green Ban
Politics
Chair: Peter Sheldon Chair: Michael Hess Chair: Rowan Cabhill
C?ﬂ,‘}_/ _Balgdten, ‘Al‘(n()t. ummpé’lftint Phillip Deery, ‘A Labor Intellectual: Howard | Verity Burgmann and Meredith Burgmann,
1r1(1)1ii> N g;gl;fﬁgn?a unions and INter- | pagt and the Cold War’ ““Much more than green bans: locating the
Annie Carroll. “Nursi de unionism: Lachlan Clohesy, ‘Anti-Communism l;le&/v S?.Uth _thleshBE[uIder? !_e;bourte:rs |
nnie Carroll, “Nursing trade unionism: | ;40 -ined- The Uncomfortable Alliances ederation in ,e istory of internationa
how unwilling unionists became of Cold War Australia’ trade unionism
confident public health activists’ _ . Followed by Screening of the film
Stephen Holt, ‘A Leftist in Cold War égrgg dSZ I:aelflfil(l)iif) hn (Jack) McPhillips, gOCklné the F (t’u%datl(ansb aljouLtlll\‘;‘l NEW
Canberra: Bruce Yuill’ reen bans Introduced by Jac undey
(92 minutes)
10.30 am | Morning Tea
11.00 am | Labour Women’s Narratives of Labour Biography and Religion Labour and Music

Careers and Leadership
Chair: Diane Kirkby

Rosemary Francis, ‘In pursuit of union
leadership: Mary Bluett and Susan
Hopgood’

Patricia Grimshaw, ‘Zelda D’ Aprano
and the Politics of Gender in the
Austalian Labour Movement’

Jackie Dickenson, ‘The Constituency
Service of Women Labor MPs’

Chair: Don MacRaild

Frank Bongiorno, ““God’s Plan” and Labour
History: the life and works of Theophilus
Gum’

Doris Le Roy, ‘Influence of Religion on
Politics in Australia, Archbishop of
Canterbury, William Temple 1942-44°

James Taylor, ‘Harry Atkinson and the
Socialist Church, 1896-1906°

Chair: Greg Mallory

Mark Gregory, ‘A convict poet in
Australia: Francis MacNamara’

Labour Biography and History in Music
and Poetry

Canberra Union Voices Choir (tbc)




DRAFT PROGRAMME @ 26 Aug - MAY BE SUBJECT TO ALTERATION PRIOR TO CONFERENCE

12.30 pm

Lunch

2.00 pm

Labour Politicians
Chair: Ray Markey
Ross McMullin, ¢Chris Watson’

Scott Stephenson, “The relationship
between the AWU and Lang Labor in
NSW between the wars.’

Peter Franks, ‘Michael Connelly,
railway worker and Labour pioneer’

Labour Biography and Indigeneity
Chair: Rani Kerin

Julie Kimber, ¢1968: Dexter Daniels and the
struggle for a “decent way of life”’

Sue Taffe, ‘Shirley Andrews, the CPA and
the campaigns for Aboriginal rights in the
1960s’

Heather Goodall, ‘Unions, Aborigines and
co-operatives: Kevin Cook and the missing
pieces of an Aboriginal activist life story’

1.30pm Labour and the British World
Chair: Kynan Gentry

Arthur Dowding, ‘William Broadhead:
coordinating social protest crime in mid
Victorian Sheffield’

Sophie Scott-Brown, ‘Raphael Samuel: A
Biography in Development’

3.30 pm

Afternoon Tea

4.00 pm

FINAL PLENARY SESSION: Past and Present

Chair: Malcolm Mackerrras

Chris Wallace, ‘Cwmgwrach to Canberra: Julia Gillard and the intergenerational transmission of labour thinking’

Ray Markey, ‘Farce or Tragedy? Comparing the Federal Australian Elections of 2007 and 1929’

4.50 pm-
5.00pm

Executive Summary: ASSLH President and Vice President

Nikola Balnave and John Shields




